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                    March 25, 2011 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

 We have just completed 6 weeks of constant ministry... We are  
a little tired, but exhilarated. It has been no less than wonderful to  
have people come and visit us, and join with us in various ministries...  
 

 On February 8th Dale & Vida Jones, from Summerland, B.C., came to Loreto to help us with our ministries 
here, as well as to be a part of our February Weekender Team. After that Team, on February 25th they flew to 
San Carlos as part of their vacation plans; then they flew back to Loreto for the day on March 11th on their way 
home — so we had a day with them and David & Leilani Ward, together — it was wonderful… 
 

 On March 3rd David & Leilani Ward, from Kelowna, B.C. came to Loreto to also help us with our ministries, 
as well a to be a part of our March Weekender Team. Then on Tuesday, March 22nd they flew back to Kelowna. 
 

 So with these folks we were involved in the construction programs of two churches here in Loreto — laying 
concrete block at one church and helping with the preparation of trusses at another. We did some work also on 
our home and ministry center as well, for which we’re very thankful. And we did some work on our dental trailer 
and our new truck too. We attended several churches, as well as participated in various activities with the Loreto 
Christian Fellowship. We held a special evangelistic event with one church — we gave out reading and distance 
glasses and showed evangelistic videos. Dale & Vida were with us on our February Weekender Team and Health 
Fairs in Constitución; and David & Leilani were part of our March Team… We visited pastors and prayed with 
some, and gave them fish that we caught on two occasions — a real blessing, they said! (And it’s interesting: we 
caught more fish on both occasions than any other boats out fishing on those two days; and I said I believed it 
was because the motivation of our visitors was to share their catch with these pastors.) 
 

 So we have had a very enjoyable time, and a full schedule — even though there were times for R. & R, and a 
day of fishing as well... And we were all very encouraged by the response of the people we ministered to. 
 

 If you have ever wondered what life is like to be a missionary, we encourage you to come to Loreto and spend 
some time with us.  Dale & Vida had never been on a ‘missions team’ before, but they came and joined with us in 
our daily and weekly activities — and we really appreciated that! Maybe you have been on a ‘missions team’ and 
wonder how we share Christ with others in a medical/dental setting… You also may have wondered how useful a 
non-medical person could be on such a Team — we encourage you also to consider coming to Loreto, whether 
you’re a doctor, dentist, nurse, or have no medical experience at all… This was David & Leilani’s third time to 
Loreto and they’ve helped us in so many ways, including just being around to encourage us personally — and 
that’s a ministry in itself because we need and appreciate people coming to befriend us in our spiritual battles. 
 

 Maybe you are wondering what you would do if you and a group of others came to Loreto for 1-2 weeks… If 
so, let me tell you that you could certainly do what Dale & Vida and David & Leilani have done, but a group of 
people could do bigger projects as well, such as pour a cement floor in a new church, build bathrooms for a new 
church, put an addition on an existing church, or start a church building for one that is currently meeting in a 
pastor’s home… Or we could do some work on a pastor’s home… The list of opportunities is long, especially if  
‘a group’ were to come — but a lot would depend on how much the group was willing to spend on such a project. 
 

  In Canada:  Healing & Hope International:   Box 25097 - Mission Park P.O., Kelowna, B.C., Canada V1W 3Y7 
  In the USA:  Mexican Medical Ministries:   7850 Lester Avenue, Lemon Grove, CA, USA 91945 
    Appropriate income tax-deductible receipts will be given for gifts made to support these ministries when sent to: 

  In Mexico:  El Curativo y Esperanza, A.C.:   A. Postal #313, C.P. 23880, Loreto, B.C.S., Mexico 

 
Thank you          

so much for your 

help and for your 

partnership! 

A ministry of  Mexican Medical Ministries ,  Healing & Hope International ,  and  El Curativo y Esperanza, A.C.  
 

Bringing healing and hope to the people of Mexico through meeting people’s various needs — body, soul & spirit… 
Sharing the love of Jesus and the message of salvation — in cooperation with national evangelical churches in Mexico... 

 



 I’m sure you are wondering what it would cost to come to Loreto: (apart from your airfare) your hotels, meals 
and a contribution towards ministry, as well as being a part of one of our Weekender Teams, (for Dale & Vida 
and David & Leilani), the cost worked out to an average of about $170 per day (for 2 people), and the hotel they 
stayed in was a very nice but economical one, right on the waterfront in Loreto with a specialty coffee shop and 
restaurants in the same block.  (When you consider what you might spend on a vacation any where else - $85 per 
person per day is not at all out of line...)  So we really do hope that you will consider coming to Loreto sometime! 
 

 Below are some pictures and further explanations of some of what we have done during the past 6 weeks. If 
you are possibly interested in coming to Loreto and have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to send us 
an email — we’d be very glad to take all the time needed to adequately answer all of your questions, and all that 
we ask in return is that you pray for us... 

Warmly, 
 
 

Don & Lorraine 
PS — Also people have asked in the past how they might pray for us and/or possibly support special projects we 
might be looking at.  Therefore we have prepared such a list on the last 2 pages.  Please look at each item, and 
then pray with us that we would know the Lord’s leading and also have the financial support necessary to carry 
some of these things out.  Thank you again for partnering with us in prayer…! 

Dale & Vida in front of their hotel…, and in the coffee shop in front, with others from the Loreto Christian Fellowship... 

Loreto may be a way off for you (???)..., but remember it’s the lives we touch that count! — and there are  
many opportunities for service and evangelism here in the Loreto area…  We hope to see you here one day soon... 



Pastor Ricardo’s church is made of pallets…, but we are helping him build his new building out of cement block... 

The foundation is in the ground — rocks & cement… The back wall was started already, so we’re working on a side wall... 

Dale is see here laying block, which he had never done before…, but by the end of the week, we had the side walls started. 

Then David came and we got a little further on one of the walls — pray that they’ll have the funds to be able to continue... 



This church meets in the coral colored building currently, and are building a larger building in front... 

We’ve laid out the truss template, and Dale and David are seen here cutting some of the metal... 

We’ve got one truss complete and painted, and the second is almost done... 

Lorraine, Vida and Dale paint the inside of one of this churches current buildings... 



On one of our days off, we took a trip to San Javier, and on the way we stopped to see some ancient Cave Paintings... 

Can you see the old paintings? 

Loreto is the site of the first Catholic mission in all of the California’ — San Javier’s church was the second... 

And while there is no ‘real’ spiritual life here, (only a ‘religion’ ), these flowers outside remind us that God is still alive...  
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Continued on next page... 

�•  Pray for more workers : There are 
many opportunities for service in and 
around Loreto...  If you, or  someone 
you know, might consider coming to 
Loreto to serve here (full-time or part-
time), please let us know. Also if you 
know of anyone moving to Loreto for 
the business opportunities that are 
here, please let us know and we will be 
happy to connect them to one of the 
Churches here. Please pray with us for 
“additional workers”. (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 

 New Churches are trying to start and 
they need help. Existing ministries are 
growing and need help. And new 
ministries could easily be started. There 
are many needs and opportunities… 

�•  PRAISE THE LORD, we now have 
“a better truck ” — it’s a 2001 Ford 
F350, with a 7.3 diesel engine, 4x4 and 
with a short box — just what we 
needed! And only with 133,000 miles 
on it…  We can now pull the new 
Mobile Dental Office that Mexican 
Medical Ministries has provided for us, 
without a problem...  It did cost us more 
than we had hoped to spend — in fact 
we had to sell our Jeep and put a little 
on our Visa card  to make the 
purchase…  However we are very glad 
to have this truck!  And one day, we 
hope that we will again be able to afford 
a smaller vehicle, to replace our little 
Jeep — a vehicle that is easy to 
maneuver around the hills and narrow 
streets of Baja Sur would be 
wonderful…  So we are going to start 
putting money aside for such a small 
car or small truck — if you are able to 
help us with this, or even donate such a 
vehicle, we would be very grateful!   

 

�•  Used ‘Spanish’ Christian Books :  
Most people here can’t afford new 
Christian books... If you have any used 
Christian books in Spanish, in good 
condition, please send them to the 
Mexican Medical Ministries office, 
‘attention: Don & Lorraine’, and we will 
be sure they get given out to ‘hungry’ 
new Christians here in Loreto... 

    This page is included because 
many people have asked to be kept 
informed about our financial needs 
and wants.  You have also asked 
how you can pray specifically about 
our needs and our vision for what 
ministries could be accomplished, if 
we had a little more support.    

    So thank you so much for asking.  
We look forward to doing more with 
your additional support...   
 

    May God bless you richly for your 
participation with us.   
 

    Again, thank you so much...!  

 

�•  Starting an ‘English’ Church in 
Loreto ? We have many Americans and 
Canadians living in Loreto (maybe 500) 
and most do not speak Spanish. One 
church here provides translation on an 
irregular basis, into English and that’s a 
help, but most would love to have 
something in ‘English’.  But, I certainly 
could not Pastor an ‘English Church’ 
along with my other responsibilities.  
However, last year we started, Bible 
Studies in English in our ministry 
center, with other community and 
evangelistic activities for the English 
speakers planned for later this year.  
Please pray for us in this new 
endeavor, and that others will come to 
Loreto that have this ministry need on 
their hearts… 

 

�•  National Support Needed :  Many 
Mexican national Christians would 
love to help us on our Teams…  Due 
to the global economic conditions, the 
drug wars in northern Mexico, and the 
unfortunate bad publicity the press has 
given Mexico, we have had fewer 
people join our Teams here in Loreto 
this past year. However on the bright 
side, we’ve had more Mexican 
nationals wanting to participate with us 
— but many of them cannot afford to do 
so.  A one-time gift of $255 would 
completely cover the costs for one 
national Christian to participate on one 
of our Weekender Teams. Others are 
giving $30 per month as a regular 
means of supporting this need.   
 

 Related is the growing costs for 
putting on our evangelistic Health Fairs.  
Each month we are in a different 
location usually in Loreto, or within 3 
hours of Loreto, between Santa Rosalía 
and Constitución.  On average the cost 
to put on these Health Fairs is about 
$1,000 per month — so if you are able 
to help us by contributing any amount 
towards this cost, we also would be 
very grateful!   

 

�•  Ministry Center :  We have been 
using our Ministry Center even though 
it’s not entirely finished as yet...  We 
hope to soon put a roof on, and then 
put the outdoor kitchen into service.  
Then a little later we will put the finish 
floor down, but all of this work will 
depend on the funds on hand to do 
so…  Another need is for a sound 
system for the Ministry Center... 



 

�•  Our Monthly Support Needs :   
This subject is always difficult to talk 
about, but without monthly support, the 
ministries we’re involved in might not 
happen... 
 

Our increasing ministry involvements 
over the years have meant our financial 
needs have also grown. In addition the 
prices everything here in Mexico has 
been rising…   
 

Previously we mentioned there had 
been a drop in our personal monthly 
financial support, as a result of some of 
our regular supporters retiring and no 
longer having the same ability to 
support us as they were able to do 
when they were working. We also 
mentioned that one had his retirement 
plan go bankrupt, and three other 
supporters had passed away... We 
asked our friends to pray for each of 
these people, their families and their 
situations; and we want to thank you for 
your prayers! As a result our monthly 
support has gone up, for which we are 
very thankful! However, it did not go 
back up to where it was, and the global 
recession has now affected us as well 
— therefore we still do have needs. 
 

If you are able to join our support team, 
or if you are able to raise your support 
at this time, we would be very grateful!  

 Thank you again for your continuing 
interest, prayers and financial support.   

  

Warmly,  
 

Don & Lorraine 

 

�•  New Testaments & Bibles    
We give away ‘free’ Bibles at 
our evangelistic Health Fairs 
and other events. We have a 
good source for buying these 
items at discounted prices, but 
we often just need the funds to 
cover the cost. For example a 
case of 24 Bibles costs $54-
$75 (depending on the trans-
lation) and a case of 50 New 
Testaments is under $50... 
 

So if you are able to send us a 
donation for Bibles and/or New 
Testaments we would be very 
grateful! 

��

�•  Gift Bags & supplies :  At our Health Fairs 
we give special ‘GIFT BAGS’ to the children.  
Each month we need wash cloths, medium size 
bars of soap, good tooth brushes, small tubes of 
tooth paste, dental floss, small containers body 
lotion and shampoo, lip balm, and combs…   
 

We also like it when we can put these things in 
a hand-made small cloth bag (with draw string) 
— and we have instructions on how to make 
these. If you can help us with any of these items 
please let us know.   
 

We also need for each of our Health Fairs, 
testing strips for blood/glucose testing — if you 
can help us purchase these, please let us know.  
We use about $200 of these supplies each 
month… 

 

�•  Ministry Projects :  We’d love to do more ministry  - here are some ideas:  
 

 

(1) Bible Correspondence School:    We would like to increase our offerings from 
this one course ‘What the Bible Teaches’ to a myriad of  Bible courses, but that 
would take $1,000—$2,000 to set up the program and have a very basic supply of 
materials on hand... 
 

(2) We’d love to bring special Bible/Seminary Teachers to Loreto , to help with 
the training of our local Pastors — most who have never been to a Bible school or 
to a seminary and would really benefit from such teaching...  
 

(3) We’d love to help someone in Loreto start a Bible Book Store .  We have a man 
ready to supply us with good Christian books, DVD’s, etc. but before we accept his 
donation and help, we need to have a storefront — and this will require rent to be 
paid.  So if you can help us with one years rent, then we can get started... 
 

(4) We’ve already started Home Bible studies with a couple of churches; but we 
would like to do more.  If you would like to support the training of Churches in Cell 
Ministries , we’d be grateful.  (This cost would vary on the materials used.) 
 

(5) We’d also like to train Churches to use the Alpha Course * — this would cost 
about $1,000 per church for the course materials and for a large television that we 
would give them for this purpose.   
 

(6) We’d like to take to more churches, the ‘40 Days of Purpose ’ program * based 
on the book, ‘The Purpose Driven Life’ — this would be about $700 per church.  
 

 *These programs would be used as supplemental teaching and as an 
encouragement  for people to participate in the regular curriculum of studies that 
each church has in place... 
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